
Gordon Creek Watershed
Risk Reduction Plan

Risk Prioritization Public Meeting
September 27, 2023



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Housekeeping

• Facilitators: Suzanne de Szoeke, Leah Cogan
• GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

• In-person attendees: please silence cell phones
• Online attendees: please mute and keep video off during the 

presentation
• Comments and questions at the end

• Raise hand or use the chat in Zoom
• The meeting will be recorded
• Send follow-up questions to Suzanne de Szoeke

• sdeszoeke@gsiws.com or (541) 257-9006
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Agenda

• Introduction to the Gordon Creek 
Watershed Risk Reduction Plan

• Risks identified and proposed 
prioritization

• Public input on risk assessment
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Goal:
Protect Corbett’s drinking 
water sources



Corbett’s Water Sources



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Risk Reduction Plan

• Identify and reduce risks to 
CWD’s drinking water sources

• Build partnerships to address 
threats to water quality and 
quantity

• Potential for grant funding for 
implementation
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Background
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DEQ Source Water Assessment 
(2001, updated 2018)

Grant from Oregon Health 
Authority (2021)

Develop RRP with Team and 
public input (2023-January 2024)



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

RRP Team

• Corbett Water District
• Federal and State agencies
• Landowners
• Water users
• Interested community members
• Technical experts
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

RRP Components

•Identify and prioritize potential sources of 
contamination and risks to drinking water sourcesRisks

•Plan for reducing, eliminating, or mitigating risksStrategies

•Actions, partners, timeline, potential funding 
sourcesImplementation Plan

•Responses to reductions in current sources, 
planning for future sources

Contingency Plan and 
Future Water Sources
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Timeline

Risk assessment and strategies

Summer 2023

Public meeting

Sep. 2023

Refine strategies, implementation 
plan, and full draft plan

Fall 2023

Public meeting

Jan. 2024

Submit RRP for approval

Feb. 2024



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Risk Assessment Process

• Source Water Assessment
• Local knowledge and technical 

experts on the RRP Team
• Categorized by source/land use
• Prioritized by likelihood and 

severity of impact
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Risk Prioritization
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• Low-medium-high 
scale

• Address greatest 
risks first with 
source water 
protection strategies



Potential Risks



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Natural Hazards

• Wildfire (high)
• Drought (high)
• Earthquake (medium)
• Severe storms (high)
• Landslides (low)
• Climate change (high)
• Volcano (medium)
• Highly erodible soils (medium)
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Forestry

• Clearcut harvesting (high)
• Proximity to intake
• Water quality and quantity

• Partial harvesting (medium)
• Chemical applications (high)
• Fertilizer applications 

(medium)
• Access roads (low)
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Municipal

• Transportation corridors and 
stream crossings (low)

• Infrastructure leakage or 
failures (high)

• Vandalism (medium)
• Management understanding 

and continuity (high)
• Construction accidents (low)
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Other Risks
• Transmission lines (medium)
• Closed gravel mines (low)
• Random dumpsites (low)
• Recreation (low)



We want your feedback!



Public Input

• Important component of the RRP
• Comment on risks and prioritization 
during this meeting, or send 
comments to:

• Suzanne de Szoeke
• sdeszoeke@gsiws.com
• (541) 257-9006
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Next Steps
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Incorporate comments into RRP risk 
assessment

Developing strategies and implementation 
plan

Contingency plan and future sources

Next public meeting in January 2024



Thank you!
Thanks to the Oregon Health Authority, Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality, and the 
Gordon Creek Watershed Risk Reduction Team!

Questions?
Contact Suzanne de Szoeke
sdeszoeke@gsiws.com
(541) 257-9006
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